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"BY WILLIAM MORRISON, A. M. 


- Pastor of the Church in said Parish. 
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ae ate At a meeting of the inhabitants of the West Parish i in rion dond a 
bela _ fhe Sth day of August, 1816, it was unanimously voted, to - 
copy of your appropriate Discourse, delivered on the Sabbath ix 1 
succeeding the death of Elder John Pinkerton—And we bei ce 
committee for that purpose, do accordingly request, in~ “ 

. Parish, a copy of the same for the press. a 


Cw. 


ae => 
nT al Sack ae 
Os ha . 


Rev gy ive Menwen: 
<< Sitclindlers >, August 13, 1816. 


2 


GENTLEMEN, Sara — 

Relying on the candor of my beloved Parish, to excus a 5 ; i eS 

A the following Discourse, that may have arisen from the very i impeireel , 
of my health, it is humbly and_ affectionately submitted, scorn 

your polite request, for publication. : 


am WILLIAM MOR 
ba es Mr. William Anderson, MORRISON, 


i. Col. William Gregg, 
oe Elder James Aikin. 


26. Ea 
. Thou shalt come to thy grave ina full age, like as-.a shock of cox 
6 sae cometh in inshis season. 
oe 
iar ; . 


Great and precious are the promifes made 
to the righteous, in the holy Scriptures, for their 
fupport and comfort, in all the troubles and vicif- 

- fitudes of life. We have an unparalleled clufter 

_ of them, in the preceding context. God fhall be 
Ww. h them in fix troubles, yea in feven; there 
_fhall no evil touch them. And as he is with 


them in the changes of life, he will not forfake © 
them in death. 


As the Promifes made to the righteous are great 
and precious, the emblems under which they are 


o«< 


teas 


diftinguithed from the wicked, are alfo very great, 
precious, and well chofen. Both the promife and 
emblem are combined in the lat end of the good 
* man, in the words of our text, “Thou halt 
~~ come to thy gtave in a full age.” Long life, as 
far as it thall ferve for God’s glory, and the 
good of hig people, is a promifed blefling, 
While the wicked are cut off in the midst of 
their days, the real chriftian has the profpect of 
long life; which is the firft commandment with 
promife. We hiaye alfo the emblem or fimilituds, 
under which he comes to his grave, like a shock of 


geese Nee Se aa ae 
a hae = =a! <4 ; a 4, - “i | 
ij gern. ~=Whille the wicked —— to bi 


and thorns, as nigh unto curfing, whofe € ne 
to be burned, the righteous are comp 

‘fhocks of corn; the moft precious aia OL 
all that fprings out of the earth, Grain i is” the Z 
ftaff of life. This emblem is farther beau utiful, — 
“coming in in its feafon.” The wicked are li ce i, 
i untimely and blafted fruit, too late to be faved ar, i 
ore any ufe, and expofed ta i or winte 


Ww 5, 


on 
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of chilling fnows, and. killing frofts, tempefts anc ia on 
fiorms, that deftroy them. But: the righteous at 
are taken in from the evil that is to , 1 ~ 
; the wicked, | om Mexioz; 
_ In farther. contemplation < thiele: words. for” 
our inftruction, I fhall, os 


: Se 


I. . Confrder the antic? of ee tp 7 
under which good men are reprefented in the text. : i 
II. Show why good men in death are com- 
pared to fhocks of corn, coming in in their -fea- 
fon. , eine A ’ 
After whichl fhall, | 
IT. Point cut fome ufefill iets to be betes w: 
ed from this view of the fubject. | 
Tam, eS 
f. To illuftrate the propriety - the exsblaaly, i 
under which good ee are reprefented in the fe. 
text, “shocks of corn.” ; a a hea 
This is not the only place, where good people i 
are compared to grain,corn, or wheat. Our Savior; inn 


; Pala nd: apt parables and fimil- 
: Bicients the wicked as tares, and the 
us 5 as wheat.- ‘Ths apoftle, OH, of the 


$ man’ S Sbody to grain fown, “Ibis hn iil 
Tuption and difhonor,” &c. 50 here they are 
ompared to corn coming in in its feafon. The 
»p 4ety of this metaphor appears from the fo!- 
I v ng confiderations. 
. he The great worth and value of grain, evinces 
th s propriety of the cemparifon. Of all that comes 
m our earth, of vegetable kind, grain is the 
1eft valuable, and is the beft f{upport for man or 
e ‘s “Are not true chriflians, the excellent ones 
“the earth, often means of preferving others, 
precious in n Cod. s {i ght? ‘©Since thou waft pre- 


BS God’s « chosen ones——Fewels of value—Dia-~ 
ee dems of beanty—All glorious within--Crowns 
a7 of glory—Kings and priests unto Ged and the 
‘ie Lamb—God’s busbandry—His vineyard and bis 

heritage—His children—Bride and spouse—And 

oo ss either account, the field, and the world; and 

the tares— that an enemy has fpread among 
them, are fpared until the day of judgment. On 

the other’ hand, the wicked are repreiented under 
every difagreeable metaphor, and: as defrucive 
animals ; as lons,—leopards,——wolves,—foxes 

-. fpoiling: the vines ;—as- ferpents,—-vipers,—and 


cious,” thou aft been Honorable’ "——They are 


their influence and conduét lik 
afps, and the venom of. dragor 
deftroys much good, and is frequent! ly th 
of bringing fwift deftruGion on himfelf gn. 
— “like fire brands, arrows, and ¢ sa 5a 
. Where grain is fowed, much pai inate 
ai iain are beftowed. Hence God’s 
called a “ garden enclofed—A {pring hut u 
fountain fealed—God’s huibasdry, or vine — is 
Walled around--A tower built—Stones college; a 3 
Does not this exhibit the pains and means | ‘os 
God is at with his people, in all generations ~ ise . 
raifing up inftruments for {piritual agricults “28 
make them fruitful in ali holy obedience fe ard 
works? One plants, mg 8 waters. All t the 
inftitutions which he has appeinted, 1 
law or gofpel, are on their account, and for their a8 
fake. The care and inftruGion of the Patriarchs = 
and prophets, apottles and minifters of the 
pel, and miffionaries fent far and wide over ha 
earth, are for their fake, and to bring his- fons 
from afar, and his daughters from theends ofthe — 


earth. 

g. They are juftly compared to grain on this 
account, that, all the pains and toil beftowed on 
the ground, are to no purpoie, without the fructi_ 
fying fhowers of rain, and the cherifhing beams 
of the fun, defcend from heaven to make the 
feed take root and grow. Docs not this frongly 


7 of divine influences to make 


' =: e of ine as the dew unto Ifrael— 
wa a the church “ fhall grow asthe lily, and 
forth her roots as Lebanon—It is then that 


s th ben that Ifrael revives as the corn, and gtows 
( es vine, and the fcent thereof fhall be as the 
vine. of Lebanon.” 
_. 4 Grain muft be feparated from the chaff for 
final -ufefulnefs, Hence we are informed, when 
th - Son of Man hall come in his glory, before 
him fhall be gathered all nations; and he fhall 
ate them one from another, asa fhepherd 
divideth bie fheep from the goats; and that he 
_come,whofe fan is in his hand,and thorough- 
Wiree a floor, and gather the wheat into the 
garner ; but the chaff he will burn with un- 
quenchable fire, The royal penman informs us, 
in the firft Pfalm, that the wicked are like the chaff 
which the wind driveth aways 


Lt will add, 
-»§- Grain is taken care of, and brought in, in 
feafon. It is ont til] it is ripe, but not till it is 
blafted or rotten, TheJength of time for grain 
to ripen, is various. Some sorts ripen much 
fooner than others, And fo it is with chriftians ang 
good men in Gifferent periods of the world. 


‘lived nearly fix hundred years cotemporary with 
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The jongevity of. wre , ‘2 a di re! 
one from another : and-all of them» re 7 
from what the life of man_was ii 
ages. And the length of wiesetintd 
ent one from another, © aod = 
to what others do; but all who die inh he 
are ripe, let them be young or old, : 
more dged may with. peculiar propriety, “be fi ‘ee 
ta come in, ripe, or like fhocks of corn, in fi fu i 
age, and feafon too. Full “ge is pas for ler 
days. i Nineoad inp nalTaggs a ie 

- Query—What és Pe. Snedecpitee a 
gevity of the patriarchs? Should not this ¢ 1e8- 
tion be too great a digreffion to merit an anf fon x 
i would obferve feveral reafons might be ¢ oF 
The longevity of the patriarchs greatly i ae ad 
the want of cither teflimony or hiftory of ‘God’: 
church, until - —_ was granted in the days 
Mofes in the written law of God. The te ti re 
ny of faving truth, -and the hiftory of. ‘Gade 
church, were handed down in a fimple and concife » 
manner, by eafy and fhort tranfitions. = 

Adam was cotemporary with Methufelah two | 
hundred and forty-five years; and Methufelah 


Noah ; and Abraham, the father of the faithful, 
was fifty-eight years of age at the time of Noah’s 
death. Abraham doubtlefs committed the precious. 
truths of religion to Iaac, and Maac to Jacob, and 


Tiisdiem, till the laws was seen to Mo- 
Bis by the pen of. eigen? then 


o1 ae, aD hone of the es from Adam 
to Mofes, who was the minifter of the law, given 
oo God, upon tables of ftone. _ 

Another reafon for the longevity of the patri- 


> sg 


rchs was, the probable fimplicity of their mode 


a 


of living. ‘They were. ftrangers to luxury, and 


fmtemperance. They had not, refined upon the 


icacies and luxurics of life, fo as to convert their 
PB or drink, into flow poifen, to thorten their 

s, as many now do. Befides, the world was 
bu “thinly inhabited; and to multiply and _re- 


a> 


plenith the earth, was a commanded duty ; and 
the Proprietor of time combined. thefe reafons, as 
caufes, to produce the intended effects, by the 
longevity of the patriarchs, who, like our tem- 
perate and deccafed friend, came to their graves in 
a full age, and like fhocks of corn coming in 
in their feafon... This leads us, 

i... .Te. thow why good men, in death, are 
compared to. dhopks ef corn ,coming i. in. their 
SEASON 
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1. They are compared to fhocks, ecaul their 
fouls are bound up in the bundle of life, f ey | 
with and united to Chrift in that myftical union, 
which death cannot break; and they are ut ite es 
to one another, in the band of love and affection. a 
They are the fubjeéts of one faith, they are the 
children of one Father, the property of on o) P a 4 
and finally forming one fociety in heaven. ence q 
fpiritual Jerufalem is faid to be compactly by 46.8 9 
together. <a a z a 

2. They ate compared to fhocks of corncom. __ 
ing in in feafon, becaufe they are ripe, and have 
received all the benefit and advantages of bein Cae 
out in the field of this world, neceflary to the; 
being brought in for God’s ufe and fervice a 4 
ever. The good man’s days are prolonged a. a 3 
in years, as is moft conducive to God’s glory, ang eZ 
the believers’ good. On this ground the apogy, ‘ 
fays, “© We know, that all things work togeth «+ | 
for good ;” and exprefsly declares, that even ‘the 
momentary affli@ions of time, work for y, 
far more exceeding and an eternal weight ef glory 

Many things in the evening of life combing 
to ripen the chriftian for the grave. The = 
firmities of advanced years—the groans of the 
earthly tabernacle, being burdened—the Wearifome 
nights and months of vanity he experie noes, 
together with the Pifgah views he is favored mr. a 
of the inheritance beyond the Jordan of death, a 
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{ r re t ) wes n his affeGtions from earth, and to 
break his laft ties to the things of time ; until, 
b y incs eafed gravitation, in nearer approaches to 
heaven, he drops from the ftalk of life, like the 
‘ipe grain coming in in its feafon. 
_ Thus, while the wicked, like unripe fruit, are 
forcibly fhaken off by the irrefiftible ftorm of 
death, and driven away in their wickednefs ; the 
righteous are refigned and fubmiflive to the will 
of God, and are willing, at the appointed time, 
to part with all terreftrial enjoyments—Hence 
the righteous are fometimes held up as ready and 
even longing for death. Good. old Simeon, 
having enjoyed all the advantages that earth could 
~ give him, goes to the Proprietor of his life and 
time, and afks liberty to die—* Lord, now lettest 
thou th rfervant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have feen thy falvation.” 
3 Coming in in feafon implies they are not 
out toolong. Blafted fruit is often feen fticking - 
on the tree, expofed to the inclemency of tem- 
~ pefts even in the dead of winter. This is not a 
faint emblem of the difpofition of wicked men, 
in old age, who are ftrongly reluctant to pafs the 
limits of time, and cleave faft to perifhing en- 
joyments, and are ready to exclaim, “ Haft thou 
found me, /oh mine enemy !” If the days of 
{uch are {pared a little longer, they are only left 
as awful Monuments of the divine forbearance ; 
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and as vidtims of divine vengeance, | ik 
ren fig-tfee, t te oe cut t down as imberer 
the ground. ae Sess a 2 
But it may be afked, ‘iis Zoe 
live fo long, and loaded with fo munyill 
as to be (one would fay) altogether 1 F oe: a. 
an incumbrance to others? To this we reyj, 4 
It is not for us to fet limits to the ufefulne ef of : a ie ‘ 
good men.” For however fraii and infirr B00. ~/ ee 
man may be, he may be ftill very vifefales ce 
exercife of an exemplary difpofition—of fabn : - 
fion—of faith—of :patience—of -benevole: at 
and of brotherly love ; waiting all the Rips 
his appointed t Rese, ne his change co nies 


meee 


sncsttanaedi, the very oan, life of oa a 

ceafed friend in his youth and prime, Paci. 4 
in his advanced years, and under frailty é 
though perfectly found in misd,; that hedi, yay, : 
atts of benevolence, and public benefit, whi ies é 
tranfmit the fame of his ufefulnefS to future Sy 
erations, and tem the town of Lonildierey: a ‘ 
the enjoyment © Ree ois - 
parallel 1 in the State. sa — eet a a 

It may alfo be obferved viii sai H inetd x 

be ufeful in extreme old age, ag iaiiemeted ay 
ing judgments and calamities that ial sms al 


ftroy nations. It is evident thes aes 
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\ te g fake yand.it is equally obvious, 
= a E there. beens ten righteous perfons in 
; oe Pad, been fpared; but..becaufe there 
it was deftroyed. Ma 
pT obierve good men ate faid to come in in 
n, becaufe they are fit for the ufe for which 
: y are defigned. . Why dots the farmertake fo 
£ cb: pains in: cultivating and'manuring the foil 
s grain togrow ? Why fo much labor in fenc- 
» the field; and watching it-with care, that no 
tive>animal break) in-to-injure it? And 
hy aa feafon, is he.fo_ pundualk in- reaping, 
sering, and binding it. in bundles.;: and to re- 
el fe the laft advantage ofthe field, he- forms it 
Got 9 fhoc Ts it-rioti becaufe it is fit for the 
ee he had in 5 ais when-he began:the procefs 
4 d toi I necelfary to bring Ait to perfec. 


~ 


. rat > a ? | ay 

. To illuftrate the coptidenaic ‘of ae anetaphor. 

4 ae not afk, with revercuce,. why dees Goad 

_ choofe any of the human race, and beftow fo 

ouch» labor and pains, to bring them to repent- 
ance? Why create them anew?! Why work in- 

them the work of faith with power? Why are 

they watered with divine influences, CorreQed, 
inftructeds proteaed, and. reared up in the fear, 

“tel ” nual and admonition of the Lord, aad. pre. 
3 = into old-a through many infirm. 
ties, and finally “et see an unftinged death 


14 fe Se 
and vanquifhed grave, but to fit hem for the 
inheritance of the faints in light, to qualify : al ‘ 
ripen them for the employment of the peneral ie 
aflembly and church of the firft-bern in heaver = * 
This was the ufe he intended them for, whi he | 
fowed the feed of grace in their hearts at fi ft, to 
glorify his name in afcriptions of everlafting prai ife . 
adoration, and worfhip, to him that fitteth upo L 
the throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever. 
The appointed time is come, their fummer of Ii e 
is over, their ripening days and harveft are fin- 
ifhed, and they are brought in and are faved. : 

Ill. I fhall now conclude with a few refle al 
tions by way of improvement. ’ isis? 
1. We may fee, in the light of what has been 
faid, the great propriety of having our affes $ 
weaned from the things of time, and fet upon 
the fuperior concerns of an eternal ftate. Here 
we have no continuing city. The life of the old- 
eft and beft men here, is but fhort and tranfitory ; 
Only fora feafon. We {prout forth in the {pring 
of childhood and youth, flourifh and bloom a 
little in the prime and fummer of life, and are 
{oon cut down in harveft, and gathered home to 
a ftate of being that fhall never have an end. 
Here we are “ but ftrangers and fojourners on the 
earth, as all our fathers were.” Let not, then, 
our affections be glued to a country where we 
‘arry only as ftrangers for a night, and through 
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nafs, and to which we fhall never re- 
< ‘undue attachments to earthly things 
eae A vill tend to unfit the mind for a dying bed. 
a Bu t if the earthly mind is fubdued, and brought 
3 ato fubjection to the inftruétions of mortality, it 
wi | foften the pillow of death, and fcatter the 
_ gloom of the grave, and fix our affections beyond 
A r limits of time ; and we fhall drop from it, 
- like the ripe fruit fitted for our Father's ufe in 

, x ) 
a, In the light of theie truths we may learn 
the fuperior excellency of the gofpel, and the 
 aftonifhing efficacy of divine grace, thus con- 
4 € ting death (‘nature’s fupreme evil”) into a 
great good, and making men willing to dic. 
Death wae noc in the original conftitution of out 
nature; therefore ‘we fhudder and fhrink back 
from it,as an enemy. It awakens all the laws of 
inftin@ and reafon, for our prefervation. But 
the gofpel of Chrift difarms death of its fting, 
and the grave of its victory, and reconciles the 
real chriftian to the diffolution of the earthly 
houfe of this tabernacle, and enables him to 
triumph over death, faying, «© death, where is 
thy: fting ? O grave, where is thy victory?” And 
to anticipate the bright morning of a refurreCtion, 
when that which is fown in weaknefs, corruption, 
and difhonor, fhall be raifed in powet, in incor- 
ruption, and in glory ; when momentary ages 
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joy unfpeakable, in the carers 
to. alleternity. > oes 


3. We may. learn te grat pri 
amining ourfelves, as to our increafe in - 
and every chriftian virtue, We often e 


the progrefs. of our crops in. the field, are 
of them with ferious difcouragement, if 


backward ; and if. flourifhing, we look for ajo 
ful pr Ss If we attend with ferious conce 
the progrefs.of the fruits of the field, to fave u 
from want againft the more fevere feafon of th a 
year, which continues but, afew months; wi 7 7 
what fuperior concern fhould we attend to grow 
in grace and ripenefs i in holinefs ; that pies 
fummoer. of this life is over, andthe harveft of t e 
at-an end, we may be faved from the anal a 
clemency of a longeterrity! There can- be no 
inquiry of greater intereft, no fcrutiny of "equal 
or even comparative value, to that of examining 
ourfelves, of our faith, and leve to God,. of our 
preparation for death, and the folewnainins of an 
exchange of worlds! “There is no work, no — 
knowledge, or device, or wifdom, in the grave 
whither thou goeft,” But as death: leaves. 1 ee 
judgment will find us. 

4. We learn the vaft difference theres leetwrese: 
the death of the righteous and the « 
wicked. ~The wicked i 18 driven awa’ rin 
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yut the righteous hath hope in his death. 
ce, “mark the perfeét man, and behold the 
ous; for the Jatter end of that man is peace” 
si is foul fhall be bound up in the bundle of 
a fife. But woe unto the wicked, it fhall be ill 
- wit 2 him ¢ he thall be “ burned like chaff in un- 
See 1en shable fire” —The reward of his hand fhall 
= ye given him. 3 
How pleafing to contemplate the memory of 
he jut! for they are bleffed. The excellency 
f good men fhows the malignant nature and 
vickednefs of the wicked, in an irrefiftible point - 
=e f vi w. The luftre of good men’s characters 
- when they are gone, still cafts a light upon others 


‘Were I in this connexion to form an obituary 
note of the charaéter of Major John Pinkerton, 
an Elder in the church in Londonderry, I would 
fay, that he was a fteadfaft friend to religion and 
learning; a lover of peace, and of all good men ; 
pleafed at the profperity of others, and grieved at 
their woes ; inflexibly firm in all habits of virtue ; 
eminently exemplary for humility, temperance, 
induftry, and care ; juft and benevolent to all, 
flattering to none ; generous to the diftrefled, and 

he poo +; a good ncighbor, jealous of his 
an abfolute enemy to all difhonefty, 


om 


ee 
SS ae 
i. z 


deception, and guile—He faw, with chrif a 
fubmifiion, feven children, defirable youths, hi 
whole family, laid in the duft-—He bore, vi 
fortitude, the infirmities of advanced years, am 
came to his “ grave in a full age, like as a fh c 
_ Of corn cometh in in his feafon.” —He was aj ub- 
lic bleffing to the town where he lived ; anc ge- . 
nerations yet to come will rife up and call him 
bleffed. ge 


In the final adjuftment of his property to the | 
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town and parifhes, he difcovered a fpirit of ile. 
partial juftice (as he called it) peculiar to himfelf. 
He obferved, he had public dealings with the ins 
habitants of every part of the town, and wifhed — 


7 


to do them all equal juftice, with ref{pect to the 
in{titutions of public inftruétion. i aa ag 

To thofe who were diftrefled by the late fires” 
in Portfmouth, he fent one hundred and twenty 
dollars. To thofe of the fame defcription by the 
fire in Newburyport, he fent fixty dollars. And 
on all fuch occafions his heart and hands 
equally open. 
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were 


Time would fail me to enumerate his various 
acts of benevolence and charity.—In his death, 
widows have loft a benefa@tor—their children, a 
father—orphans, 
and induftrious, a friend—this c 


ea 
tongue that would detract his reputation, 
be hardened with crime. And while we 
apathize with bereaved connexions in general, 
‘the death of fo gooda relative, we truft that 
oh n P. M’Gregore, the benevolent and only 
ay i nd-child of the deceafed, fhall ever be re{fpect- 
oe ed and beloved by the people of Londonderry, 
; for the generofity and goodnefs of his heart, in 
a t 1e coincidence of his mind with his grand- 
ead a ner’s laft will and teftament, in the difpofition. 
f fuch a large thare of property for the public 
d.#—~And while we acknowledge with grat- 
ide the obligations we are under to refpec the 
emory of Major John Pinkerton, and to im- 
prove the advantages refulting from his generofity 
te us and to our children for our fpiritual welfare, 
+ us imitate his example in being economical, 
induftrious, wife, and good. 
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* Major John Pinkerton has given and bequeathed to each of the two 
religious societies in Londonderry, not far from eight thousand dollars, 
for the support of the Gospel ; and twelve thousand as a fund to the 
incorporated in this town by the name of the Pinkerton 


_ Academy lately 
Academy. 
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